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Introducing Messengers of Brisbane
Although conceived prior to the global Coronavirus 
outbreak, the artwork I developed for Brisbane Festival, 
Messengers of Brisbane, may be prophetic in its timing. 
This work breathes hope; hope for better days during 
the Festival and into the future. The distance of the 
works on rooftops and other high positions indicate 
aspiration and at the same time question our current 
situation of social distancing and what freedom means 
to every individual. The works gift aim and direction 
in a time where creativity is paramount and the power 
of imagination must be relied upon to feel a flight 
synonymous to the bird. The beautiful bright colours,sy
which mimic exactly those found in the natural plume 
of the Gouldian Finch, encourage people to likewise be 
colourful, to be amazed by these remarkable creatures. 
The hat is a very important feature in this work. It is an 
extension of my practice where I’ve used it as a tool in 
many prior works. For me it symbolises celebrating life, 
enjoying living and being positive, especially during this 
period but it is also appropriate to all life situations. 
Being positive makes one live longer and with more 
quality. While birds in nature are very autonomous, 
here as large-scale temporary sculptures in Brisbane 
they will indicate connection and the arrival of 
a positive message.

Watching over us this September will be a series of three giant 
Gouldian Finches perched atop key Brisbane locations. This playful 
and joyous installation is the creation of internationally renowned 
artist, Florentijn Hofman and is exclusive to Brisbane. Perched along 
the inner-city river area, these beautiful birds decked out with their 
bright pink party hats will bring us messages of hope as they fly in for 
the Festival. Brought to life by Brisbane’s very own Urban Arts 
Projects, these glorious characters will take pride of place this 
Festival. These birds remind us of our important freedoms as their 
simple message to us all is to look up and smile. 

Messengers of Brisbane can be viewed by walk, bike or City Cat. 

Various workshops and educational opportunities will be available to 
become acquainted with these endangered Australian birds. Please 
visit our website for further information. > brisbanefestival.com.au



Steps continued on next page 

Step 1

Step 2

Step 3

Carefully cut out all of the pieces out along the solid 
black lines. It’s helpful for the following steps to keep 
the sections (e.g., head, body and tail) in separate piles. 

Prefold along every dashed line, using the back of 
your nail or the edge of a pencil to get it nice and 
crisp. When folding note the majority of folds are 
a mountain fold (looks like a mountain or tent with 
the dashed line on the peak when correct) but there 
are a few valley folds (which will resemble a ‘v’).

Mountain fold:

Valley fold:

Glue the pieces together, finding the corresponding 
numbered pair and matching them. Some numbers 
may align on the same piece and some will be a 
separate piece that will attach. If you are having 
trouble gluing pieces, try letting some folds dry 
before moving on the next piece. Best to use a 
slightly quicker drying glue such as a glue stick 
or even a glue gun rather than a liquid glue.

A charm of dainty finches painted in vibrant, 
jewel-like hues descends onto a sprouting of 
grasses. The tiny birds offer a dazzling display of 
bright green, purple and yellow bursts dabbed 
with dramatic red and black accents. Averaging 
13 centimetres in length, a mature Gouldian finch 
or Erythrura Gouldiae weighs about as much 
as a 50-cent coin (approximately 15 grams). 
They are seed-eating or granivorous birds 
known for their sweet songs and quiet peeps. 

But their numbers are dwindling. Gouldian 
finches have been classified as endangered 
by the Australian government and near 
threatened by the International Union for 
Conservation of Nature (IUCN). Declining 
populations have been attributed to the 
expansion of pastoral land and unseasonal 
bushfires, both of which destroy habitats. 
Native finches also face food competition from 
grazing animals that consume the source of 
the seeds. It’s believed there are fewer than 
2,500 Gouldian finches surviving in the wild. 

Now that you’re aware of the Gouldian 
finch predicament, you can research 
them further before (or after!) starting 
your paper folding puzzle.

Geometric 
Generosity

Difficulty / Hard
Time / 2 – 4 hours
Space / Indoors or outdoors
Ages / 10 +

Materials 
needed / Glue, 
paper, printer, 
scissors
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Step 4 Alternate

Step 5

Hints

Once the main pieces are glued together, it’s time to 
attach the head feet and tail and close everything up.

Try using the blank template provided and 
go on a colouring spree and make your own 
creation! Then follow the steps as usual and 
you will have a one of a kind sculpture. 

That’s a wrap, let it all dry and then pose in wild 
and fun positions in and outside of the house!

Don’t glue the body closed completely until the 
very end, this will allow for you to reach inside and 
attach the small feet and head. If the numbers are 
hard to read, refer to the template on the next page. 
Regular printer paper works great, but if you are 
eager, you can print on all sorts of coloured paper 
stock and something textured or slightly thicker 
(not too thick as this will be difficult to fold). 

page — 6 Brisbane Festival 2021



Printable 
Goodies Print out the template on the 

following pages on regular A4 
printer paper and get folding!
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